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Honorable John F, Seiberling
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Seiberling:
Thank you for your letter of 17 November concerning

the oaths and agreements which Richard Helms took during
‘his service with the CIA and which employees take today.

In response to your first two questions concerning the
oaths which Mr. Helms took, I enclose copies of the following
for your information:

-~ 4 June 1946 oath as an employee of the Strategic
Services Unit (SSU ;

-- 21 October 1946 oath of office:

== 28 April 1965 oath which he executed when he
became Deputy Director of Central Intelligence;

-~ 30 June 1966 oath which he executed when he became
Director of Central Intelligence.

which all employees sign. In addition, all new employees
take the standard oath as required by 5 U.S.C. § 3331,
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The testimony of CIA officials and employees before
committees of Congress is governed by the guidelines
and rules established by Congress and not by this Agency.
The enclosed Entrance on Duty Secrecy Agreement, which
I expect all employees to honor, imparts a responsibility
with respect to classified information. However, there is
no conflict between that responsibility and the responsibility
to reply honestly when testifying before committees of the
Congress.

Again, I appreciate your concern about this matter,

and hope that my reply may be reassuring to you.
R
Yours sincerély’,’

)
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Distribution:
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Honorable John F. Seiberling
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Seiberling:

Thank you for your letter of 17 November concerning
the oaths and agreements which Richard Helms took durind
his service with the CIA and which employees take todsz

efforts
employees.
to undermine
ed States,

I appreciate your expression of support for my
to develop guidelines to govern the conduct of CIp
Let me assure you that the CIA is not being usecg
the rule of law or free institutions of the Unj
and will not be so used in the future.

In response to your first two questiops concerning the
oaths which Mr. Helms took, I enclose copfes of the following
for your information: '

-- 4 June 1946 oath as an employ#fe of the Strategic
Services Unit (SSU), a predefessor organization of
the CIA; :

-- 21 October 1946 oath of g#ffice;

-- 28 April 1965 oath whifh he executed when he
became Deputy Directod of Central Intelligence;

-= 30 June 1966 oath yhich he executed when he became
Director of CentrAl Intelligence

With regard to yoyf third and fourth questions about
oaths currently requipéd of CIA officials and employees, I
¢ Entrance on Duty Secrecy Agreement
which all employees/sign. In addition, all new employees
take the standard gath as required by 5 U.S.C. 5 3331.
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Regarding your fifth question, there are not and never
have been any regulations or guidelines of any sort issued
to CIA officials or employees which require false or
misleading testimony before the Committees of Congress.

The Entrance on Duty Secrecy Agreement, which I expect all
employees to honor, prohibits giving classified information
to unauthorized persons, but this Agreement does not require
an employee to lie or to mislead the Congress. I wish to
assure you that I will reply honestly when testifying before
Committees of the Congress, and I expect every CIA employee
to do the same.

Again I appreciate your concern about this matter, and
hope that my reply may be reassuring to you.

Yours sincerely,

STANSFIELD TURNER

Enclosures.
Distribution:
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Mr. Stansfield Turner
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

Dear Mr. Turner:

From what I read in the newspapers, you are moving in the right direction
in developing some guidelines to govern the future conduct of CIA employees
so that some of the types of abuses that have been revealed in the last few
years will be less likely in the future. Certainly it is important to have
an efficient and effective strategic intelligence service, but if we are to
do so, it is essential to restore the public's confidence that the service is
not being used to undermine the rule of law or the free institutions that the
service was created to protect.

However, I continue to find myself troubled by former director Richard
Helms' assertion that he did not testify truthfully to the Senate because he
had taken "prior oath', as a CIA employee. Despite the fact that the court
has clearly ruled that no such "prior oath" can override a legal obligation
to respond to a proper inquiry by a congressional committee, at least not to
the eatent of permitting a false statement to the committee, the question of
whether there was indeed such an oath, which might enahle CIA employees to
rationalize the giving of false testimony or otherwise breaking the law, re-
mains unanswered.

Accordingly, I would very much appreciate it if you could supply me with
answers to the following questions:

1 - Was any oath administered to Mr. Helms other than
than the standard oath taken by government officials
as required by 5 U.S.C. 8 3331,

2 - If so, please furnish a copy of any such oath.

3 - Is any such oath currently requlred of CIA officials

and employees? . F

o n %’Ww )
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Stansfield Turner ) -2~ November 17, 1977

4 - If so, please furnish a copy of that oath.

5 - Were there in effect at the time Mr. Helms
gave the testimony which led to his convie-
tion, and are there now in effect, any orders,
regulations or guidelines with respect to the
duties of CIA officials and employees when
testifying before committees of the Congress?

6 - If so, please furnish a copy of each such
order, regulation or guideline.

Your early response to this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, .

n F. Seiberling
ember of Congress

JFS/cds
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